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the Presidents Annual Message to the appropriate Standing Committees, 




Mr. BISSELL said : 

Mr. Chairman: Oar discussions in this Com- 
mittee have already produced • profound and 
painful Eensation throughout tii Union. The 
public tiind has become agitated and anxious, and 
oppressed^ with apprehensions of impending calam- 
ity. This state of things, sir, ought not to con- 
tinue; or, at any rate, that uncertainty which 
makes "the future more terrible than would per- 
haps the rciilizntjon of our worst fears, ought to 
bcremoved. If iuis Government of ours is really 
so near its end as gentlemen here declare it to be, 
or if its longer continuance depends upon contin- 
geucies so uncertain, it were well that wo kncAV it 
BOW, that we might make timely preparation. If, 
oa the other hand, the apprehensions I have spo- 
; ken of are groundless, the people ought, in mercy, 
I to be undeceived. They ought to be undeceived 
I at once, sir, in order that they may have that re- 
poieand conscious security to which they are en- 
[ titled under a Governmeut created and sustained 
V their own hands. 

Reluctant as I am to add to the public anxiety, 
J yet do not feel at liberty to withhold the expres- 
sioaof -.ny own opinion upon the absorbing topic of 
tUs discussion, and of the day. And I do not hes- 
itate to declare, as my settled conviction, that, un- 
less Representatives who have assumed to speak 
tor the slaveholding States have greatly mistaken 
tbe purposes and intentions of the p':.ople of those 
'States, war and bloodshed, consequent upon an at- 
tempt to overthrow this Government, are inevita- 
Y^- This declaration I desire should go forth to 
tue country, and with it the reasons upon which 
opiaion is based. These reasons are found in 
we extracts which I shall quote, first, from the 
speech of the honorable gentleman from Missis- 
'-Ppij [Mr. Brown.] Here are the extracts : 

'l.^^j-st yon have been heaping outrage upon outragsi, 
Uuin? insult to iusuH, our people have been calmly calca- 
^tins the value of the Union. Tbe questi n bag been con- 
■ itoefi in all its be arings, and our minds are made up." 
J '^^0W3 ic to you, to oureelvas, to aur common country 
?tae friends of freedom throughout the world, to warn you 
.aat. we inf^nd to submit no longer." 

wn? years of outrage upon our feelings and disregard of 
r rights ha^^e awakened in every Southern heart a feeling 
stern resietaace. Think what you will^ say what you 



will, perpetrate again and again if you will, these acts of 
lawless tyranny, the day and the hour is at haad when every 
tjoutbern son will rise in rebellion, when every tongue will 
say, give us justice or jgive us death." 

" Go home and tell your j>eople the issue is madd up ; they 
rnu.'^t now choo.se between non-interference with Southern 
rii'lits on the one side, and a dissolution of the Union on the 
other." 

" if you fancy that our devotion to the LTuion will keep ns 
in the Union, you are mistaken. Our love for the Uniofa 
ceassfi with the justi'Je of the Union. We cannot love op- 
pre.s-sion, n r hug tyranny to our bo.toms." 

" I tell you candidly, we have calculated the value of the 
Union. Yoiif hijnstice has uriTeri us' to it. Your oppression 
juatifles me to-day in discussing' the value of the Union, and 
1 do (io freely and fearlessly. Your press, your people, and 
your pulpit, may denounce this as treason; be it so. You 
may sing ho.sanna9 to the Union it is well. British lords 
called it treason in our fathers whec. they resisted British 
tyranny. British orators were eloquec.t in their eulcgiums on 
the British Crown. Our fathers felt the oppression, they^ 
saw the hmd that aimed the blow, and resolved to insist.' 
The result is before the world. We 17311 resist, and trust to 
God and our own stout hearti for the consequences." 

" The South afraid of dissolving the Union I — why should 
we fear 1 What is there to alarm us or kwaken our apprehen- 
sions ? Are we not able to maintain ourselves ? Sbsll eight 
millioTts of freemen, with more than one hunired millions of 
annual exports, fear to take their position among the nations 
of the earth? With our cotton, sugar, rice, and tobacco, 
products of a Southern soil, j'ielding us annually niore than 
a hnn lred millions of dollars, need we fear tiie frowns of the 
world 'i 

" Have we any reason to fear a dissolution of the Union 'J 
Look at the question dispassionately, and answer to your- 
selves the important inquiry, Can anything be expected from 
the fears of the Southern people 1 Do not deceive yourselves ; 
look at things as they really ara. For myself, I can say-with 
■i. clear conscience, we do not fear it; we are not appalled,<ifc 
the prospect before us ; we deprecate disunior., but we do 
nstfearit; we know our position too well for that." 

" Have we ajiything to fear from you m the event of disso- 
lution ? A litt'it? gasconade, and sometimes a threat or two." 

"As to there being any conflict of arms growing but of a 
diFSolution, I hare not thought it at all probable. You com- 
plain of your association with slaves in the Union. We pro- 
pose to take them out of the Union— to dissolve thennpleajs- 
aut association. Will you seek a battle-field to renew, amid 
blood and carnage, this loathsome association ? 1 take it for 
granted that you will not. But if you should, we point you 
to the record of the past, and warn you, by its blood-stained 
pages, that we shall be reaiy to meet you." 

These extracts from the speech of the gentle- 
man from Mississippi [Mr. Browk] are eu^cicnt' 
for our present purpose. • - , - . , 

The gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. 
Clingma.n] tells us ^•ivliat is tie vi:'tv jrresented.in 
, proipect to many of the highest infellects of the ^uth;^ 
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and it is substantially this : that as a separate Con- 
federacy the slaveholding States " might expend 
as much as the United States ever did in time of 
peace u.p to the beginning of Gen. Jackson's Ad- 
ministration, and still have on hand twenty-five 
millions of dollars to devote to the making rail- 
roads, opening harbors ar.d rivers, and for other 
domestic purposes." T'ae same gentleman has 
thus disposed, in advance, of some little matters 
pertaining to the interior regulations of the "South- 
ern Confederacy " to be : The northern tier of 
counties in Kentucky," says he, " would perhaps 
be obliged to remove their slaves to the South. But 
there would be to her advantages in the change, 
similar to those of Maryland. Kentucky supplies 
the South with live stock to a great extent ; but 
she has to encounter the competition of Ohio and 
other Northwestern States. Jf the productions of 
these 'States were subject to a duty, she might for a 
time have a monopoly in the trade." I doubt not, 
sir, that it will astonish the people of the great 
West and Northwest to find that the fathers of the 
Southern Confederacy" have disposed of the navi- 
gation of the "'Mississippi with such celerity, as 



the SoJitii by the aJmisaioa of this Territory iCalifomia] as 
a St ite. vritijont the offer of some equivalent ? I Buggett to 
thpin to remembe' that we are swora to support the Consti- 
tution, and <! juid scarcely sit in tame acquiescence and wit- 
ness its open and shameful ?iolaticin. The attempted con- 
summation of fiuch an act would be the overthrew of the 
Conetitution, which the People we represent would resist 
' to the last extremity.' We are here as the tteprcsentatives 
of the People, but are oar oblisrations to the Constitution 
and the So it a less than those of other individual citizens, 
whs in the aggregate are the People ? We assume additior.- 
ul ob'isaticns when we come as Kepreseutatives ; but are vre 
relieved from those which r^-sted upon us as private citi- 
zens? My individual opinion is, that if the Southern peo- 
ple ought to resist a measure of ag^rpssion, after its con- 
summation we are here under the same or a higher obliga- 
tion to re.jist its cou'-ummation. These suggestions are 
made not in the nature of threat or menace, i do not un- 
derrate the uiinuess of the Nona. As a matter of discre- 
tion, it is alw4ys proper to assume thnt your antagonist is 
firm, even if the fact be doubtful. But the CDurse proper 
to be puKiued in any and every event is for the determina- 
tion of Southern members. I am wiHing to suggest, and if 
my oouroe ia not approved, to follow any path of honor 
which mr,y be pointed out by those who are older and wiser. 
I trust that we shall stand together aa one man, andprefeat 
our breaiits as the shield of the Constitution." 

This language, sir, scarcely admits of a doubt- 
ful construction. I understand it to meat this: 
That the "reatleraan considers himself and other 



much as it will the people of Kentucky to learu j Southern Representatives as acting here ia a 
ire henceforth to be removed i doubk: capicity : first, as Representatives, im^hich 



that their slaves are 
Sonth— instead of North. The same gentleman 
[Mr. Clingman] has divulged his plan for remov- 
ing— though not quite so gently — all those in Ken- 
tucky and the other slaveholding States who hesi- 
tate about swearing allegiance to this Southern 
Confederacy," Ha intimates that it will not take 
as long to hang thorn as it did the " Tories in the 
Revolution" 



character they are to resist the passage of an ue- 
unconstitntional law. {is. for instance, one admit- 
ting California in the Union.) in the manner and 
by tli'j forms prescribed by the Constitution and 
the rules of this House ; secondly, as private citi- 
Z'7is. in v.-hich characters they are bound to resist 
the passage of an .aggress-ive law, in the same way 



that private citizeus may rogist aggression upon 
I think, Mr. Chairman, that I have now giv^m Ihpir rights. I ftcl quite sure that 1 have not mk- 
extracts enough to jastity the opinion I expressed i takon the proper construction to be put upon the 
at the outset of my remarks. We cannot tail to | gentleman's l-mgunge. But, as I have given the 
seethatjif the feelings, purposes, and interitiou;j of I entire paragraph, le^ it spe ^k for it-elf ^Vhat- 
the people of the slaveholding States are correctly | 
represented in these speeches, our countrymen 



mny well apprehend the most fearful cal unities. 
The Bubj.^ct has been calmly considered in all its 
aspects by the highest intellects of the South. It 
has been ascertained by culculation that if the 
Southern States were separated from the North- 
ern, not only would they escape from " Northern 
aggression "*in future, but they would alfo derive 
ji direct pecuniary advantage of $25,000,000 per 
annum. And though it does not appear that the 
amount of duty to be paid by the people of the 
West i?nd Northwest to the "Southern Confeder- 
acy." for the privilege of navigating the Missis- 
sippi river, has yet been fixed, it neverrhakss does 
appear that such a duty is to be exacted. I allude 
to these things, sir, to show the minute calcula- 
tions that have been entered into in referenco to 
the altered condition of things consequent upon 
the meditated dissolution of the Union. They 
show an advanced stage in the progress of this 
movement, which, in my judgment, will astound 
the country. 

Now^ sir, let us sp.e if we can glean from these 
gentle.iaen'a spaeohes the shadowing forth of any 
plan bj whifjh this movement is to be commenced 
and cariied out. I first quote from the speech of 
the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Inge:] 

" Will the Represenrativps of the North attempt, by the 
power of numbers, t'> outrage tha Cvnstitution and degrade 



ever doubts there may be as to the proper con- 
struction of that paragraph, there can be none, 
nor.e at all, as to the one which I now quote from 
the speech of thegenUfmari from North Carolina, 
[ Vir. Cli-gm.'Vn.] already referred to : 

" But it ifl alvi'ei (says he) in certain portions of ths 
Northern press, that the members from that eecUon org". 
to ixpel such .as interrupt thei? pr.-x;eedings. Let th«D) try 
thi; experiment. I tell gentlp.men that this is our slave- 
h>u<iing Territory. Wfcd)not intend to leave it. If they 
think they can remove us, it is a proptr case for trial lii 
tbe pre.i^ent temper of the public mind, it is prohab'e that ?' 
collision of the hiudh^re might electrify the country, as did 
the little skirnii.«h at Lexington the co!oni«B in tbeir tmn 
excited stK.te. Such a struggle, whoever might prove the 
victors in it, would not leave a quorum here to do hTisiness. 
Gentlemen may call this treason, high /reason— the highest 
treason that the world ever saw But their words are iQie. 
We shall defea*. their movement against us " 

If this does not sufficiently show where and how 
the revolution is to commence, let us tarn sgam 
to the speech of the gentleman from Mississippi) 
[Mr. BxowN.] p.nd read another extract : 

'= My own opini in is this : that we should re-ist the infro- 
d'.'.'tion of California a.s a State, and resist it sttaxs^jwy i 
res'i^t it by our votes first, and 'aetly by other Djeans. fj^ 
t^an III lea^t, force an adjovrttment w tho-^d Msr admission- 
This being d^jne we are s?v<e The Southern States, m con^ 
vention at Nashville, wi^l demise means f^"^ "»>»dicatmgTB*» 
rit:ht3. ! do not know wha-- tt ese roeans wili be, but ' 
what they 7?»7y be, and with prjpriety and safety, a » / 
may b" to c;irry slavte into all of Sr/utharn Celif-nua, ae i 
prr.per*,y of sovereign States, and fhern hold ^sia, as 
have a r=ght to dti ; and, if molested, defend them, as is ooia 
OUT right and duty. 
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" We aslt yon to gWe ns our rights by NOK-isTErvVENTioN ; 
if you refuse, I am for taking them by armed occupation." 

Resist the passiige of a law admitting California 
first by votes, and lastly by other imom ! Mr. 
Chairman, does the Constitution which we are 
sworn to support, or the rules of this flouse, 
point out to us any other m'Mns of resisting the 
enactment of a kw, except by means of votes ? 
We can adjourn. But how adjourn without voting 
an adjonrnment 1 Force an adjournment," says 
the gentleman. And that forc'i is the '-other 
meina" by which the admission of California is 
to be resisted, " and resvited snccesy^ulajP And 
what next? Why, the NisiivUlc Coimention is to 
33cet. Then what ? " Carry slaves into all of 
Southern California, as the property of sovereign 
States, and there hold them, as we have a right 
to do; and if molested, defend them, as is both 
our right and duty." And thus is California to 
be '-taken'^ by "armed occupation."' Alas for 
tae 100,000 men already there, or on their way 
thither, from whom California is to be taken by 
force, and held, by armed occupation, that slavery 
may be introduced there against their will ! 

I do not doubt, Mr. Chairman, that by this time 
you and this Committee are satisfied, as I am, that 
unless the intentions of the people of the slave- 
Holding States have been mistaken by some of 
their Representatives here, a conflict of arms be- 
tween the Government of the United States and a 
portion of the citizens thereof is inevitable. 

But, sir, I have never permitted myself to doubt 
the patriotism of the American people. And 1 
shall be slow, especially, to distrust that quality 
in the people of the generous South. Left, to their 
owa unprejudiced judgPxient and their own sound 
rtflections, I shall have no fear. I dare hardly 
answer, however, for the effect which the speeches, 
especially that of the gentleman from Mississippi, 
[Mr, Brown,] may have upon the minds of a 
gallant people, naturally ardent and impulsive. 
Indeed, sir, i shudder at the thought of the effect 
which passages like that which I shall now quote 
may, I had almost said mwtf:, produce on the feel- 
ings of our Southern brethren. Receiving it in 
good f;uth, as we are bound to suppose they will, 
as a faithful statement of the cruelties and enormi- 
ties about to be visited upon them by the hands of 
their Northern brethren, it would be strange in- 
jieeJ, if they failed to be wrought up to the most 
intense degree of excitement and exasperation : 

" Our country is to bs made desolate. We are to be driven 
from our homes — the homes ballowed by all the sacred as- 
sociations of familj' and friends. We are to be sent, like 
^ peeple acearsed of God, t<> wander through the lau 1, home- 
'fiss, lio'iseless, and friendless; or, what is ten thousand 
times worse than these, th^iu all, remain in a coi:ntry now 
pro-tiperouB and happy, and see oursplves, our wives und 
shildren, degraded to a' social position with the black race, 
ilisse, these are the frightful, terrible eonseijuenccs you 
^onld entail upon us. Picture to s'oureelves Huna;ary. re- 
^istin^ thte pjwers of Aus'riaand Russia; and if liungiry, 
^liich had never tasted Hbert3', could make such etont re- 
sistance, -what may you not anticipate from eight millions 
isiuthrons made desperate by your aggrc'sions ?" 

po you know, Mr. Chairm m, of any acts com- 
mitted or meditated by the North against the 
People of the slaveholding States, that can by any 
possibility justify such declarations as those i have 
quoted ? 1 know of none, and I am sure the gen- 
Jjeai;in from Missi;.s:ppi will find ii; very diifieuir, 



to point them out to his constituents. It is easy, 
indeed, to deal in general charges against the 
North ; and when requested to specify those 
charges, to say, as the honorable gentleman from 
Mi'-Bissippi doe?, ''I will not recount the story of 
our wrongs." But will such a coux'se satisfy a 
people, patriotic, intelligent, and inquiring? Fu- 
ture developments will show. 

And what, sir, are the causes assigned to justify 
the act of dissolving this Union ? They are al- 
h'ged aggressions by the non-slavcholding States 
upon the rights of the slaveholding, in respect tu 
slavery. AH the charges put forth against the 
non-slaveholding States have reference to that 
question solely ; and they are all comprised and 
compendiously set forth in a single brief sentence 
which I here quote from the speech before jefer- 
red to of the gentleman from North Carolina, 
[Mr. Cling MAN ] After referring at some length 
to the benefits and advantages of slavery, he says : 

"In spite, however, of these great facts, which onght to 
strike all impartial minds, the course of the iiorth has been 
constautiy aggressive on this question." 

Now, sir, on behalf of the North, I repel the 
charge. And 1 affirm that, for anything the North 
has done to justify the overthrow of this Govera- 
meut,any attemptto do so, is naked treason. What, 
sir, the coarse of the free States been " constantly 
aggressive " upon the South on the Slavery ques- 
tion ? Let us see. Since the adoption of the 
Constitution, seventeen States have been admitted 
into the Union. Of this number, are slave- 
holding States, aadeight non-slaveholding. Now, 
sir, it has so happened that at every time when 
any of these slaveholding States have applied for 
admission, the North has had complete ascendency 
in both branches of Congress, consequently the 
power to exclude any or all of them. They were 
all admitted, slaveholding as they were, with just 
such Constitutions as they had chosen to adopt 
for themselves. Is this a part of that " aggressive 
course" on the slavery question which the North, 
has " constantly " pursued ? 

Again: Of the territory embraced within the 
seventeen States thus admitted, the free States 
comprise 333 259 square miles; and the slave States 
730,370 square miles. Thus we see that the ex- 
tent of slave territory admitted into the Union 
since the adoption of the Constitution is consider- 
ably more than twice as great as that of the free 
territory. Does this look like a disposition on the 
part of the free States to pursue a course of "con- 
st;;nt agareaaion " towards the South on the subject 
of slavery ? 

Again : The annexation of Texas was a pecu- 
liarly Southern measure. The necessity of its 
acquisition was distinctly placed by Mr. Cal- 
houn — himself the embodiment of ultra Southern 
principles, and the master-spirit of the then Ad- 
ministration — upon the wants of slavery. To the 
North the measure was distasteful. The North 
never di sired, for its OAvn sake, the acquisition of 
Texas ; nevertheless, the South earnestly desiring 
it. and Mr. Calhoun's great influence being 
brought to b?ar in itsfavor, for the reason, chiefly, 
yist given, the North generously acquiesced in 
the me.iaur^', though possessed of ample power to 
defeat it. Texas t,-::^ acquired— and. at the cost 
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of a sanguinary and espensive war, took into 
the Union, at one swoop, an amount of slavf^ ter- 
ritory equal in extent to the entire original thir- 
teen States. All this the non-slaveholding States 
might have prevented, but did not. Is this 
^Northern "aggression" upon the rights of the , 
South on the Slavery duestion ? Is this one of 
the acts of aggression on that subject which is 
to justify gentlemen of the South in dissolving 
the Union ? 

The power of Congress to abolish the slave 
trade and slavery at the arsenals, foris, and navy 
yards, and in this District, will hardly be ques- 
tioned by any of our Southern friends. And yet, 
neither the one nor the other has been abolished, 
to this day, in any of those places. Even slave- 
dealers now drive their occupation in this Dis- 
trict, at pleasure. Could not the North, had she 
chosen so to do., have put an end to slavery and 
the slave trade in all these places, long ere this? 
She has forborne to do so. Is that forbearance 
any part of the " aggression " upon slavery which 
now justifies rebellion against the Union ? 

Now, sir, let us consider those minor charges, 
so pertinaciously urged against the free States, 
that make up the sum total of those " aggressions " 
which justify these gentlemen in dissolving the 
Union. What are these charges ? Why, it is 
ch.arged, first, that among the people of the free 
States there ia a prevalent and increasing feeling 
adverse to slavery. This statement, or charge, if 
it be one, I cannot deny. But I am at a loss to 
conceive how that can be regarded as an aggres- 
sion " upon the South, or a justification for the act 
of overthrowing this Government. Is it required 
of the free States that they, in aggregate, shall 
keep a supervision over the views and opinions of 
their individual citizens, on political, moral or any 
other subjects ? Is not t'.iis a country of freedom 
of opinion? And do not our Southern friends, 
even, recognise the principle that " error of opin- 
ion m;iy be safely tolerated where reason is left 
free to combat it?'^ But are the people of the 
free States peculiar in their views on this sub- 
ject ? Does not the " aggression " come also from 
another quarter, and with ten-fold force ? Hoav 
is the feeling in Kentucky, where, at a recent 
election, more than ten thousand votes (as I .am 
informed) Avere cast in favor of complete emanci- 
pation ? How is it in other Northern slave States, 
where Van Buren, even, at the last Presidential 
election, found warm supporters, and not a few 
votes? Now, gentlemen of the South, you can- 
not prevent these things — this feeling, or senti- 
ment, or whatever else you ma:y call it — even 
among the people of your own slaveholding 
St«tes> can you ? Are you not asking too much, 
then, when you require us of the North and 
V/est to suppress it among our people? We 
could not do so if we would. And if we had the 
power, our refusal to exercise it would by no 
means tend to justify the destruction of this Re- 
public. 

Again : It is made an accusation against the free 
States, that their ministers of the Gospel make 
slavery a subject of pulpit disquisition, thus in- 
creasing the hostility already existing against 
that institution. To some extent this may be the 



fact, Mr. Chairman ; though I coafessthat, so far 
as my own knowledge extends, su'jh instances are 
exceedingly rare. But what then f Can we pre- 
vent thafZ Ought we to try? Why, on this 
point we have the authority of the gentleman 
from Mississippi [Mr. Brown] himself, in favor 
of the practice. You will recollect, sir, that after 
treating us to an argument of considerable length, 
designed to show that the moral and religious 
condition of the negro is improved by his being 
held in bondage — and after declaring that, in his 
opinion, slavery is " a great moral, social, polit- 
ical, and religious blessing — a blessing to the 
slave, and a blessing to the master " — he drops the 
subject by saying : " It is no part of my purpose 
to discuss this proposition. The subject, in this 
view of it, belongs rather to the pulpit than to the 
halls of legislation." Surely, sir, he ' will now 
complain no more of sermons on the subject pf 
slavery : and, when he comes to draft the " dec- 
laration" for the "Southern Confederacy 
trust that has not already been done) — he will 
certainly not include this as one of the " causes 
which impel us to the separation." 

But again: It is charged also against the free 
States, that we tolerate anti-slavery societies. 
Yes, sir: we tolerate anti-slavery societies, na- 
tive American societies, temperance societies, 
moral reform societies, missionary societies, sew- 
ing societies, and possibly — though I am not cer- 
tain — other societies. Indeed, sir. we are tolerant 
towards all sorts of societies. We are so, be- 
cause, first, we have no right to be intolerant in 
reference to such matters : and, secondly, becaagc 
there is no necessity for meddling with them. 
W e must hunt for other causes than this, sh', to 
justify a dissolution of this Union. 

Another charge against us is, that we permit 
men to perambulate the country, lecturing cnabo- 
iitioniam — thus increasing the prejudice already 
existing against the institution of slavery. There 
are such men, no doubt. My mind recurs to one 
just now — one who, in that way, has probably 
exercised more influence in the North, than all 
the other anti-slavery lecturers put together. 
This man is Cassius M. Clay, a citizen of the 
slaveholding State of Kentucky. When our South- 
ern friends will agree to seal his mouth on that 
subject, or confine his efi^orts to aboli.'^h slavery 
to the Southern States where he belongs, it will be 
time enough for us of the North to set about devi- 
sing some mode of confining itinerant lecturers, 
or prescribing subjects for the exercise of their 
eloquence. 1 might mention other lecturers of 
the same sort, for whom the North is indebted to 
the slave States. But it is unnecessary. 

It is also made a matter of accusation against 
the free States, that anti-slavery presses are kept 
up there, and that the papers supplied by them are 
circulated throughout the Northern States, and 
even into the Southern ; and this is one of the 
principal causes which render it necessary to es- 
tablish a "Southern Confederacy," which shall 
emhracejust exactly the fifteen slaveholding States 
and no more. W e cannot deny, Mr. Chairman, 
that such papers do circulate quite extensively m 
some portions of the free States, and some of 
them, probably, may b? found even south of Ma- 
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son and Dixon's line. I have a paper of that 
Aaracter on my desk now. Here it is, sir. [Hold- 
ing it up.] It is a fair-looking paper, Mr. Chair- 
ffiin; and I observe that its articles are written 
with great power. But, 1 assure you, sir, it is 
fearfully severe on slavery. And it circulates es- 
ifDsively in the North, too ; the number not being 
te, I am told, than fourteen thousand weekly : 
ksides some thousands which find their n\iy into 
lie slavehoiding States. Now, I can imagine that 
Tou suppose this paper to be published in Ver- 
mont, You are mistaken, sir. It is not published 
tiere, nor in Massachusetts, nor even north of 
Mason and Dixon's line. It is published on slave 
territory, sir; right here in sight of this Capitol, 
Ejd almost within sound of my voice. Right here, 
sir, upon the very spot from which the gentleman 
from North Carolina [Mr. ClingmanJ is not 
going to be driven, because it is Ids " slave terri- 
tityP Yes, gentlemen of the South, from your 
own midst; from the very doors of your houses, 
sariounded by your slave population, do you send 
fortli anti-slavery papers, iii number more than 
fourteen thousand per week, to deluge the North, 
ini manufacture public sentiment there. Then 
you make the circulation of these papers, and the 
prevalence of a sentiment which they cannot but 
engender, a pretext for overthrowing this Govern- 
ment. Silence your OAvn abolition presses ; keep 
for your own use the fourteen thousand abolition 
papers which you weekly distribute among the 
people of the North, and then claim., if you will, 
iht the existence of abolition presses in tiie free 
?taios is justification to you for dissolving the 
Union. 

I remember, also, that there was another anti- 
fjavery press in vigorous and very effective opera- 
tion for some time in Kentuckv 

Mr. BRO WN. "W e destroyed it. 

iMr. BLSSELL. So you did, by violence. But, 
byyour own laws, and the decisions of your own 
courts, you were punished for it. You were com- 
pelled to make compensation in damages for your 
lawless act. Now, I ask our Southern friends, in 
s'i good feeling, if they can jusily urge as a rea- 
son for dissolving the Union, annoyances conse- 
quent upon a state of things in the free St>ites 
■""hich they cannot prevent at their own doors? 

We are met by the gentleman from North Car- 
olina with another difficulty, for which he holds 
tlieKorth responsible. He suggests that the in- 
creasing anti-slavery sentiment in the North 
^ill prevent the President from appointing slave- 
holders to office. For the present, let a single fact 
^llay the gentleman's fears. The Presidency has 
oeea given to the slavehoiding States during for- 
ty-eight of the last sixty years. And this, too, 
™ugh the white population of the slavehoiding 
^tates has rarely, if at any time, exceeded one- 
f If that of the free States. Of the foreign mis- 
sions of all grades, more than a rnajoriiy have been 
?ven to the South.' Of the Cabinet appointments, 
yery nearly, if not quite half, have been given to 
jae South, Of the officers in the army and navy, 
" "^vill be found that, considering the relative 
popuhtion of the free and slavehoiding States, at 
'^5ast three out of five have been given to the 
'^outh. How is it at this very moment, sir, while 



these very complaints of outrage, insultg, tyranny, 
and loss of office, are being made? Why, sir, the 
President — a majority of the Cabinet — a majority 
of our foreign ministers — a majority of the mem- 
bers of the Supreme Court, and the presiding offi- 
cer and clerk of this House — are Southern men 
and slaveholders. Does not this satisfy the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina ? Surely he might, 
on this subject, rest quite easy. Another diffi- 
culty gravely set forth in that gentleman's speech. 
I ought, perhaps, to notice with becoming serious- 
ness. I allude to the refusal of the New England 
spinster to take the Southern gentleman's arm I 
That was wrong, unquestionably. But then, 
these Yankee girls are very independent, and will 
do just as they please — as some of us have learned 
from very painful personal experience. But 1 do 
not think that a dissolution of the Union need to 
follow as a necessary consequence. It is a proper 
subject for negotiation. And as the lady cannot 
fail to perceive by this time that she is ia danger 
of becoming a second Helen, she will doubtless be 
more yielding. 

Another charge against the free States is that of 
aiding fugitive slaves to make their escape. That 
we have vicious people as well as deluded people 
among us, we do not deny ; and that they have 
aided slaves to elude the pursuit of their owners, 
is, I regret to say, more than probable. Such acts 
are not in consonance with the spirit of our Con- 
stitution, and they tend directly to destroy that 
good neighborhood among the people and the 
States of this Union, which every true-hearted 
American desires to cultivate. They are acts 
against the commission and for the punishment of 
which the General Government ought to provide. 
I hope such provision will be made before the 
close of this session. It need not be expected, 
however, that any human laws, however rigidly 
enforced, will wholly remedy this evil. There 
are bad men in all communities — in the North as 
well as the South— and one unprincipled man, 
by enticing away or aiding the escape of a slave, 
may bring reproaches upon a whole State. I am 
confident, however, that the number of such men in 
the frf=e States is very greatly over-estimated by 
gentlemen from the South. They should remem- 
ber that it takes but very few men to occasion all 
the annoyance they have suffered in this respect. 
They should remember, too, that these things are 
done secretly, and are by no means countenanced 
by the mass of the people. For my own part, I am 
ready to go any reasonable length to secure such 
legislation as will henceforth prevent, as fiir as 
possible, this grievance. I desire to see a law en- 
acted this present session, which shall secure to 
you, as far as practicable, your rights in this re- 
spect. The slaves are your own property ; recog- 
nised as such by that Constitution, every line and 
evi?ry intendment of which I hold sacred. Bat 
let me ask gentlemen if they have not negro-steal- 
ers in their own States — if they have not every 
variety of unprincipled characters among them ? 
Neither they nor we can free our respective States 
from such men ; and they should consider wheth- 
er, if things were reversed — they occupying our 
position, and we theirs — they would be likely to 
keep themselves freer from just reproach than we 
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Lave been. I am not so undmindful of truth as 
to deny that, in respect to the subject now under 
consideration, some of our Ssoutbern friends have 
good cause to complain. But it must have been 
remarked by all of us, that the Representatives 
from those States which have really been aggrieved 
la this respect are not those who have threatened 
U3 with dieuuion. These threats have come from 
the Representatives of States from which, I ven- 
ture to say, on an average, not one slave escapes 
in five years. Who ever heard of a sl ive escaping 
from Mississippi or Alabama? Where does he 
go to? Who helps him aw;iy? Certainly not 
the people of the North. Kentucky, Virginio, 
Maryland, and Missouri, the only States that are 
really suiierers by the escape of slaves, do not 
seem to have dreamed of dissolution as a remedy ; 
while the Represeutatives from a few of the ex- 
treme So»7.thern States, whence slaves could no 
more escape than from the island of Cuba, see 
ample cause and imperious necessity for dissolving 
the Union and establishing a " Southern Confeder- 
acy," in the alleged fact that their slaves are en- 
ticed away by the citizens of the North. 

I believe there reranins now but a single other 
" charge against the North for me to examine ; 
and that brings me to the subject more imme- 
diately under consideration in this Committee — 
the California question. The proceeding which 
has resulted in bringing California to the door of 
the Union is characterized by the honorable gen- 
tleman from Mississippi, " as unwise, unpatriotic, 
sectional in its tendencies, insulting to the Sonth^ 
and in the last degree despicable." "It is," 
says that gentleman, in derogation of the Con- 
stitution of the United States, and intended to 
rob the Southern States of their just and rightful 
possessions." 

It is also objected that these proceedings are 
likely to introduce into the other House of Con- 
gress two "Free Soil Senators," which will destroy 
the equilibrium now existing there between the 
North and the South, by giving to the free States 
the majority. Well now, sir, what are the pro- 
ceedirigs complained of, and for which the Union 
is to be dissolved, and the North held responsible ? 
The President, himself a Southern man and a slave- 
holder, with a Cabinet the majority of Avbom are 
Southern men and slaveholders, send Thomas 
Butler King, a Southern man and a slaveholder, 
to aid and comfort." encourage and advise, 
the gold diggers in their efforts to join the sister- 
hood of States. Mr. King returns, bringing as 
trophies two Southern men — one a Mississippian 
and the other a South Carolinian, {=md both slave- 
holders. I believ^e) — whom our Southern President 
desires to introduce into the Senate of the United 
States as members of that body. And, thereupon, 
our Southern friends declare that if this infa- 
mous meapure of "Northern aggression" is carried 
out, the Union shall be dissolved and the North 
held responsible ! But what, I pray, has the 
North had to do with all this? Where can you 
discover the sJightest traces of a Northern man's 
finger in the whole matter ? Nay, sir, who are 
they in Congress who are understood to have dis- 
tinctly declared themselves in favor of the admis- 
sion of California, since the reception of the 



message on that subject ? Who but Clay, Hous. 
ton, Benton, of the Senate, and Bay, of tte 
House— all slaveholders ? 

And this California proceeding fills the measnri 
of Northern " aggression," and makes it impera' 
tive upon " every Southern son to rise in rebeL 
lion," and exclaim to the North, " Give us libertj 
or give us death Mr. Chairman, how is ii 
that this matter is expected never to be uuderstooJ 
by the people of the South ? Surely their Rep| 
reseutatives do not intend to deceive them — theJ 
could not hope to do so on a subject so plain aE;| 
palpable. 

Now, sir, having disposed of the charges ci 
" Northern aggression," of which we have heari 
30 much since the meeting of Congress-d appei 
to gentlemen to say whether there is anything i; 
them, taken separately or in the aggregate, ysW. 
in the slighteat degree justifies their threatsngaicsi 
the Union ? I appeal to them also to say, whethe: 
the overthrow of this Government and the esta 
lishment of a "Southern Confederacy" wouli 
mitigate in any degree the evils they compkin o; 
Would anti-slavery societies go down; woulii 
anti-slavery presses cease their issues; woalJ 
lecturers give up their occupations ; would Mrs! 
Partington withhold her sage opinions on the nio| 
rality of slavery ; and would slaves escape no 
more from the Northern slaveholding States ? No| 
gentlemen.; every real grievance that now exists 
would then be aggravated in a tenfold degree, 
am at a loss to conceive how on this point thsrs 
can be any diversity of opinion. 

Seeing, then, that all these complaints are eitheij 
wholly groundless, or exceedingly trivial, wheit 
considered in the light of causes justifying a disl 
solution of the Union, I am constrained to believe| 
and I so declare as the firm conviction of myoTnj 
mind, that if this slavery question were eettlsd to| 
day, upon terns entirely unobjectionable to tli| 
South, the scheme of dismembering the Uniotf 
would still be prosecuted as now. 

Sir, I feel no little remorse for the wrong,!, aid 
to an eminent citizen last summer. The di8tin| 
guished Senator from Missouri, Colonel Bentonj 
distinctly and boldly declared to the people of thaj 
State, that there was a small but active party 
the extreme South — at the head of which was ai^ 
eminent statesman, alike distinguished for 
great genius and his reckless ambition — who wei^ 
seeking a dismemberment of the Union, in oruej 
to the establishment of a separate "Soutbera 
Confederacy." For that I denounced Colonc| 
Benton in my State, and to my constituent^ 
May God forgive me for the wrong - did_him._ 
was' wrong — he was right. Yes, sir: with tDil 
party, small, but active and influential, this sjil 
very agitation is but a mode of tfFecting the uC| 
struction of this Union. It furnishes a conven:| 
ent pretext and a powerful lever. But, be 3:. 
STired. sir, had they not in the slavery question | 
plausible pretext for carrying forward their m 
feigns, they would hunt for such a pretest e.se| 
where — or invent one. The jyeoph:, however, 2ns| 
patriotic and vigilant, will defeat their iie=i?^;J 
and in due time they will visit with just retric- 
tion those who have sought to mislead them. 

But do these gentlemen see no dilucultles m 
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^ij ? I know that, so far as the free States are 
pncerned, they have only to fear " a Uttii gascon- 
dtarid a f^.io threats" — for they have toid us so. 
Bttt is there nothing to be apprehended from the 
patriotism and firmness of the people of the slave 
States themselves ? How about all those who may 
c'aoose to hewtate in the States of Maryland, Del- 
lifare, North Carolina, Virginia, Kentucky, Mis- 
tjuri, Texas, and Tennessee? They are to be 
bffi— hanged at once, as we learn from the 
pntleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Cling.man.] 
. Now, sir, when the gentleman proceeds to that 
cperafion in Kentucky, the hemp-growers of that 
State will have no occasion to desire a contract 
for furnishing the Navy with hemp-— for they will 
tot be able to supply the demand for home con^ 
sumption. Truly, that day on which all the peo- 
ple of the slave States who are opposed to dis- 
mion shall be hanged in the air, and among them 
Clay, Uni>erwood, BENaoN, Houston, Badger, 
ffid others of equal distinction — that day, sir, 
fill be one to be remembered! Gentlemen tell 
M again and again, that they are not appalled at 
sli tiis— that nothing need be expected from the 
km of " Southrons." And the gentleman from 
I'orth Carolina, especially, seem3 exceedingly 
snxious to impress us with a proper appreciation 
of the prowess of himsdf and his friends. This 
iiali unnecessary. We have never impugned 
tieir bravery, and never doubted it. We do not 
io'M it now. They unquestionably possess that 
fnality to an equal extent with other men. Bat 
SKir constant disparagement of the personal 
aiirage of the people of the free States can cer- 
Einly not be expected to heighten our opinion 
of their own. We may come to think, bye and 
tje, th;it they have fallen into two errors — the 
one the error of underrating the courage of oth- 
ers: and the other I need not particularize. 

The gentleman from North Carolina, speaking 
for himself and his frieads, says: " I tell gentle- 
men that this is our slaveholding territory. We 
iionot intend to leave it. If they think they can 
remove us, it is a proper case for trial ; " and he 
'^fjights in the prospect that such a contest would 
iWt leave a quorum of live members on this floor. 
Jhe gentleman must ereuse us for declining the 
jantation to so delightful an entertainment. 
iVe have no doubt that he and his friends would 
Mmi with great resolution this " slaveholding 
tfrritory." I wish this particular spot of " slave- 
ioldiug territory had been always thus defended. 
Ithink the Capitol stands now where it did in 
!5U— does it not, Mr. Chairman? Yes, sir; in 
jie same place. 

Do you not remember to have read that, in 
%"st of that year, the British, after spending 
j'fflething like a month on the waters of the 
f^^esapeake, quietly landed a handful (4,500) of 
;3iiors and soldiers — enervated by the effects of a 
'pg sea voyage — some forty miles from this 
Nee ? And do you not remember that, dragging 
^7 hand three pieces of artillery, two of them 
''''ree-poumlers, they made their way over this 
^ry " slaveholding territory to this very Capi- 
'•; and haviug destroyed our library and pub- 
'Jarchives, and reduced the Capitol to a heap' of 
soaldering ruins, spending nine dajs the while 



on this " slaveholding territory," leisurely reem- 
barked for other scenes of operation ? Now, I 
do not charge, sir, that our friends then were 
wanting in bravery. Not at all. I think, indeed, 
they were as brave then as now. But somehow 
or other I could never help but think that on that 
occasion they were — rather bashful. 

The gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. Brown,] 
who thinks that the resistance of the free States 
to the overthrow of our Government would be 
confined to "a little gasconade and a few threats," 
is nevertheless kind and considerate enough to 
give us some advice to be acted upon in the event 
of our not choosing to confine our resistance to a 
dissolution of the Union within so small a com- 
pass. Hearken, Mr. Chairman, to this voice of 
wisdom : 

" When you leave your homes ia New England, or in the 
great West, on this inissioi: of love — this cmsade againFt 
the South ; when you come to take slavery to your bosoms, 
and to subdas eight millions '^f Southern people, I warn 
you to make all tUings ready. Kiss your wives, bid yoor 
children a long farewell, make peace with your God ; for i 
warn you that you may never return." 

The profound emotion with which this sage ad- 
monition was received by the bachelors in this 
part of the Hall must have satisfied the gentle- 
man, I think, that due heed will be given it. He 
also admonishes us more than twice, or thrice, of 
the enormous population now comprised within tho 
slaveholding States. He sets it down at eight 
millions of freemen. Now, the last census, if I am 
not mistaken, shows the number to have been four 
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by none of the ordinary modes of calculation can 
that number now exceed six millions. If the in- 
crease has really been so great as the gentleman 
would have us believe, it may be set down as a 
circumstance, the like' of which has never been 
known in any nge or country ; nnd the gentleman 
may justly claim that his constituents are as emi- 
nently distinguished for another quality as for 
prowess. But this is a omall matter, sir; and I 
merely refer to it as an illustration of the prone- 
ness of our Southern friends to exaggerate all 
their capabilities. 

This proneness, however, is not always harm- 
less; and I must now refer to a subject which I 
would gladly have avoided. I allude to the claim 
put forth for a Southern regiment, by the gentle- 
man from Virginia, [Mr. Ssi)D0N;] of haviug met 
and repulsed the enemy on the field of Bnena 
Vista, at that most critical moment when the sec- 
ond Indiana regiment, through an unfortunate 
order of their Colonel, gave way. Justice to the 
living, as well as to those who fell on that occa- 
sion, demand of me a prompt correction of this 
most erroneous statement.* And I affirm distinctly, 
sir, and such is the fact, that at the time the second 
Indiana regiment gave way, the Mississippi regi- 
ment, for whom this claim is thus gratuitously set 
up, was not within a mile and a ha?f of the scene 
of action; nor h>id it as yet fired a gun, or drawn 
a trigger. I affirm further, sir, that the troops : 
which at that time met and resisted the enemTj- ; 
and thus, to use the gentleman's own languaglg, 
' cnatched victory from the jaws of ,defeat,'?=were 
the second Kentucky, the second Illinois, and a 
portion of the first iliinois regiments. It giyes me 
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no pleasure, sir, to be compelled to allude to this 
subject, nor can I perceive the necessity or pro- 
priety of its introduction into this debate. It hav- 
ing been introduced, however, I could not sit in 
silence and witne&s the iDflictioa of such cruel in- 
justice upon men, living and dead, whose well- 
earned fame I were a monster not to protect. The 
true and brave hearts of too many of them, alas, 
have already mingled with the soil of a foreign 
country ; but their claims upon the justice of their 
countrymen can never cease, nor can my obliga- 
tions to them be ever forgotten or disregarded. 
No, sir. The voice of Hardin — that voice which 
has so often been heard in this hall as mine now is. 
though far more eloquently — the voice of Plardin, 
aye, and of McKee, and the accomplished Clay- 
each wrapped now in his bloody shroud — their 
voices would reproach me from the grave, had I 
failed in this act of justice to them and the others 
who fought and fell by my side. 

You will suspect me, Mr. Ch'airmari, of having 
warm feelings on this subjecfc. So I have ; and I 
have given them utterance, as a matter of duty. 
In all this, however, I by no means detract from 
the gallant conduct and bearing of the Mississippi 
regiments At other times and places, on that 
bloody field, they did all that their warmest ad- 
mirers could have desired. But let me ask again, 
why was this subject inti^jjduced into this debate? 
Why does the gcntlenikn say " the troops of the 
North " gave way, when he means only a single 
regiment ? Why is all this, but for the purpose 
©f disparaging the North for the benefit of" the 
South? Why, but for the purpose of furnishing 
materials for that ceaseless, never-ending, eternal 
theme of ''-Southern chivalry ? 

Mr. Chairman, the people of the free States 
have as strong au attachment for their brethren 
of the South at this very moment as they had 
during the days of the Revolution, or at any sub- 
sequent period ; and they will not suffer that at- 
tachment to be destroyed by disunionists or de- 
signing men in the North or in the South. We 
have our disunionists in the North, sir, and they 
annoy us not a little. Were your troublesome 



men in the North, they would be the Garrisoil 
th§, Tappaas, and the Gerrit Smiths; and •wl 
ouli^' Garrisons, and Tappans, and Gerrit SmitL 
in the South, they would be the disunionil 
against whom the moderate men of all partil 
would have to guard. I tell you, sir, that we, tJ 
Representatives of the North, will ^lid you to prl 
serve your constitutional rights, as we have evJ 
done. We are not alienated from you ; nor ha\| 
your ultra men yet driven us entirely "totM 
wall.";; We are ready to meet you now on aM 
fair grounds, and fight with you side by side fcf 
yfiur rights and for ours, and defend those righi 
under the Constitution from encroachment in ani 
quarter. But, sir, we want to hear no more aboif 
disunion. We are attached to the Union—ayl 
devotedly are we attached to it. We regard it i 
the ark of safety for the American People, . W 
know that the realization of the hopes of humal 
freedom throughout the world depends upon i| 
perpetuity.. And shall we ruthlessly crush theS 
hopes forever? Shall that beacon light whicj 
our fathers raised to cheer and guide, the friendl 
of freedom, be extinguished by us? ExtinguiJ 
it if you will, but know that when you .do it 
world is enshrouded in darkness more frightfij 
than Egyptian night. 

I know the people of my State. I know, the pea 
pic of the great West and Northwest j^and l kno^ 
their devotion to the American Union. And L 
feel warranted in saying in my place here, thai 
when you talk to them of destroying this Uaioif 
there is not a man throughout that vastregioi 
who will not raise his hand and swear liy thl 
Eternal God, as I do now, it shall never be donel 
if our arms can save it. Illinois proffered to t!i| 
country nine regiments to aid in the vindication 
of her rights in the war with Mexico. And sbouia 
danger threaten the Union from any source, ori!| 
any quarter, in the North or in the South, she 
will bo ready to liirnish twice, thrice, yeSj'fouE 
times that number, to march whore that dangei 
may be, to return when it is passed, or return inj 
more. , 
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